Branch Build
The Three Branches of Government

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS
Prepare the following materials for each team:
6 Mailing Labels
6 Note Cards
6 Paper Clips

3 Pipe Cleaners
3 Sheets of Paper
3 Straws

Students may also use markers and scissors for
the mission. Markers will be used for scoring the
mission. Scissors may not be used as part of the
final presentation.
Note: You will need some erasers to test this mission.
If desired, make copies of The Story, Mission/Scoring Sheet, and Reflection Questions in this lesson
for use during class.
Familiarize yourself with the Background Information (“More About ...”) at the end of this lesson.

Group students into their teams.
Remind the teams about effective teamwork strategies from the HOW TO WORK AS A TEAM poster or a
previous mission reflection session.
Assign a Leader, Materials Manager, Time Keeper,
and Recorder/Presenter.

Review the HOW TO BRAINSTORM poster, and have
the teams brainstorm the following topic.

Review the mission, time limits, and scoring criteria (listed below) with the class.
MISSION:
Can your team build a table with 3 branches of
support. It should be able to hold erasers.

Set a timer for 5 minutes, and let teams plan without touching the materials.
Set a timer for 15 minutes and let teams work.
When the time is up, teams must cease working
and present and test their tripod table.

• 40 points if your table stands
• 5 points for each eraser it can hold
• Up to 20 points for positive teamwork
Tally the score for each team and recognize the
winning team. If there was an exceptionally creative table, acknowledge that team as well.

In teams or as a class, review the Reflection Questions included in this lesson.

TOPIC:
List things that balance.

Pass out The Story to the students and read it together. This will set up the mission for the class.
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THE STORY
The United States government has three branches. Each branch is important
in its own way, and they all support our country.
One branch of the government is the legislative
branch. This includes the Congress. They write the
laws. They control the money that is spent and
collected. They decide on taxes. The Congress also
has the power to declare war. There are two parts
of Congress, the House of Representatives and the
Senate. Both parts of Congress must agree.
Congress

President

Courts

One branch of the government is the executive
branch. This includes the president and his
cabinet. The president signs and enforces the
laws. The president runs the military and is the
commander-in-chief. The president negotiates
with other nations.

One branch of the government is the judicial
branch. This includes the courts. They decide if the
laws follow the Constitution. The Constitution is the
highest law of our nation. The courts can remove
laws by finding them unconstitutional.

Duties are divided between the three branches. This ensures that no single
group has too much power. The branches check and balance each other.
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Can your team build a table with 3
branches of support. It should be
able to hold erasers.

• 40 points if your table stands

• 5 points for each eraser it can
hold
• Up to 20 points for positive
teamwork

Leader
• Read the Mission
Card
• Make sure
everyone’s voice is
heard
• Focus work on the
learning task
• Divide tasks

Sound
Bites
• “Let’s hear from
                  next.”
• “That’s interesting,
but let’s get back to
our task.”

Materials
Manager
• Collect and return
supplies
• Manage the use of
the supplies
• Remind the team
how the mission
will be scored

Sound
Bites
• “Are we using the
materials in the
best way possible?”
• “Are we including
everything on the
score card?”

Time Keeper
• Keep the team on
task
• Announce when
time is halfway
through and
almost up
• Encourage team
members

Sound
Bites
• “We have five
minutes left.”
• “Great idea,
                 !”

Recorder /
Presenter
• Record team ideas
• Write down notes
for presentations
• Present the team’s
finished work to the
class

Sound
Bites
• “Is there another
idea?”
• “How do we want
this to sound?”
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Which table could support the most weight? Why?

2. If one branch of your table is too strong, what happens to the balance?
Why?

3. If one branch of the government is too strong, what could happen?

4. Which branch of government has the most power? Why do you think so?

5. Which team worked well together? How did they show good teamwork?

6. How can your teamwork improve? How can you be a better team
member?
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MORE ABOUT THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT
The powers of the United States government are
divided between three branches. This structure
is called the separation of powers. The political
authority of the state is divided into legislative,
executive, and judicial branches. Each branch
operates separately to avoid the over-concentration
of power in any single body. The branches provide
checks and balances for the power of each body.
The Executive branch of our government is administered by the President of the United States. In addition to the President, this branch includes about
5,000,000 workers. The executive branch is responsible for implementing and administering the laws
and policies enacted and funded by the legislative
branch. The President is elected by United States
citizens, 18 years of age and older, who vote in the
presidential elections in their states. These votes
are tallied by states and form the Electoral College
system. States have the number of electoral votes
which equal the number of senators and representatives they have. It is possible to have the most
popular votes throughout the nation and not win
the electoral vote of the Electoral College.
Checks on the executive branch include:
• The Judicial branch can find executive orders
unconstitutional.
• The Legislative branch has to approve Presidential nominations.
• The Legislative branch limits executive powers
by controlling the budget.
• The Legislative branch can impeach the President.
• The Senate must approve treaties.
• The Legislative branch must declare war.

The Legislative branch of our government is called
Congress. The legislative branch of government is
responsible for creating the laws of the state and
appropriating the money necessary to operate the
government. Congress is divided into two parts.
The Senate has 100 Senators, 2 from each state.
The House of Representatives is elected based on
population. Both senators and representatives are
elected by eligible voters in their states.
Checks on the legislative branch include:
• Although the Legislative branch declares war
and approves treaties, the President controls
the military as the commander-in-chief.
• The President can veto laws. The Legislature
needs a 2/3 majority to override a presidential
veto.
• The Judicial branch can find laws unconstitutional.
The Judicial branch of our federal government
includes the federal courts system. The Supreme
Court is the highest court in our country. There are
nine Supreme Court Justices who interpret laws
according to the Constitution. The justices only
hear cases that pertain to issues related to the Constitution. The federal judicial system also has lower
courts located in each state to hear cases involving
federal issues.
Checks on the Judicial Branch include:
• The Senate must approve all federal judges.
• The Legislature can initiate changes to the
Constitution through the amendment process.
• The President nominates new Supreme Court
Justices and the Legislature must approve
them.
• Congress can impeach a Supreme Court Justice.
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Executive Branch: The White House

Legislative Branch: The Capitol Building

Judicial Branch: The Supreme Court Building
IMAGE CREDITS
Illustrations of the Three Branches of Government: © jpldesigns/Adobe Stock. The White House: “White
House DC.JPG,“ AgnosticPreachersKid, commons.wikimedia.org (CC). The Capitol Building: “Capitol
Building Full View.jpg,“ Noclip, commons.wikimedia.org. The Supreme Court Building: “Panorama of
United States Supreme Court Building at Dusk.jpg,“Joe Ravi, commons.wikimedia.org (CC-SA).
CC: Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/). CC-SA: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/).
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THE STORY
Our government has three branches. They are
each important. They all support our country.

TERMS
Executive
Legislative
Congress
House of Representatives
Senate
Judicial
Constitution

Congress

One branch of the
government is the
legislative branch.
This includes the
Congress. They write
the laws. They control
the money that is
spent. The Congress declares war. There are two
parts of Congress, the House of Representatives
and the Senate.

President

One branch of the government is the executive
branch. This includes the president and his
cabinet. The president signs and enforces the
laws. The president runs the military and is the
commander-in-chief. The president negotiates
with other nations.

Courts

One branch of the government is the judicial
branch. This includes the courts. They decide if
the laws follow the Constitution. They can remove
laws by finding them unconstitutional.

Jobs are divided between the three branches. This keeps one group from
having too much power. The branches balance each other. The branches
check each other.
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THE STORY
Our government has three branches. They are each
important. They all support our country.

TERMS
Executive
Legislative
Congress
Judicial
Constitution

One branch of the government
is the legislative branch. This
includes Congress. They write
the laws. They control the
money that is spent. They declare war.

Congress

President

Courts

One branch of the government is the executive
branch. This includes the president. The president
signs and enforces the laws. The president runs
the military. The president negotiates with other
nations.

One branch of the government is the judicial
branch. This includes the courts. They decide if the
laws are just. They follow the Constitution. It is the
law of our nation.

Jobs are divided between the three branches. This keeps one group from
having too much power. The branches balance each other. They check each
other.

© 2019 Elementary Mind Missions, LLC

Mind Missions®		

191113

8

Branch Build
THE STORY
Our government has three branches. They are each
important. They all support the U.S.

One branch of the government
is the legislative. This is the
Congress. They write the laws.
They control the money. They
declare war.

TERMS
Executive
Legislative
Congress
Judicial
Constitution

Congress

President

Courts

One branch of the government is the executive.
This is the president. The president signs laws.
He (or she) enforces laws. The president runs the
military. The president talks to other nations.

One branch of the government is the judicial. It is
the courts. They decide on the laws. They follow
the Constitution. It is the law of our nation.

Jobs are divided between the three branches. No group has too much power.
They balance each other. They support our government.
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• 5 points for each eraser it can
hold
• Up to 20 points for positive
teamwork
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