Carver’s Commercial
George Washington Carver

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS
Prepare the following materials for each team:
8 Note Cards
Students may also use markers and scissors for the
mission, but not as part of the final presentation.
If desired, make copies of The Story, Mission/Scoring Sheet, and Reflection Questions in this lesson
for use during class.

Review the mission, time limits, and scoring criteria (listed below) with the class.
MISSION:
George Washington Carver knew that rotating
crops would help farmers. He needed to convince
them. Make a commercial to convince farmers for
Carver. Give 3 reasons to rotate crops.

Familiarize yourself with the Background Information (“More About ...”) at the end of this lesson.
Set a timer for 5 minutes, and let teams plan without touching the materials.
Set a timer for 15 minutes and let teams work.

Group students into their teams.
Remind the teams about effective teamwork strategies from the HOW TO WORK AS A TEAM poster or a
previous mission reflection session.
Assign a Leader, Materials Manager, Time Keeper,
and Recorder/Presenter.

Review the HOW TO BRAINSTORM poster, and have
the teams brainstorm the following topic.
TOPIC:
List commercials you have seen.

Pass out The Story to the students and read it together. This will set up the mission for the class.

When the time is up, teams must cease working
and present the commercial.

• 10 points for each reason to rotate crops
• Up to 30 points for creative commercial
• 20 points for full participation
• Up to 20 points for positive teamwork
Tally the score for each team and recognize the
winning team. If there was an exceptionally creative commercial, acknowledge that team as well.

In teams or as a class, review the Reflection Questions included in this lesson.
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Carver’s Commercial
THE STORY
George was born in 1864 in Missouri. He and his brother were slaves on a farm.
Slavery ended after the Civil War. The farm owners were Moses and Susan
Carver. They did not have their own children. They decided to raise George
and his brother. They taught them to read and write. George was sickly and
preferred to spend time with Mrs. Carver. He liked to study plants with her.
At 11, George went to school. The school was far away, and he lived with the
Casey family. Mrs. Casey taught George about plants and herbs. George
went to Iowa for college to study botany. It is the science of plants. Carver
became the first African-American to receive a Bachelor of Science degree.
He continued his studies. He learned methods for raising healthy crops.
George went to work at the Tuskegee
Institute, which was a black college in
Alabama. He taught students and studied
plants. His work led to many important
findings. He learned many ways to improve
farming. His most important discovery was
crop rotation. He realized that soil loses
nutrients when it is farmed. Certain crops
take specific nutrients. If you change, or
rotate, the crops grown, the soil recovers.
Farmers should plant cotton one year. The
next year they should plant sweet potatoes.
The third year they should plant soybeans.
The soil stays healthy if you rotate crops.
More crops can be grown.

George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver became known
around the world. He was called “the
farmer’s best friend.”
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Carver’s Commercial

George Washington Carver knew
that rotating crops would help
farmers. He needed to convince
them. Make a commercial to
convince farmers for Carver. Give 3
reasons to rotate crops.

Leader
• Read the Mission
Card
• Make sure
everyone’s voice is
heard
• Focus work on the
learning task
• Divide tasks

Sound
Bites
• “Let’s hear from
                  next.”
• “That’s interesting,
but let’s get back to
our task.”

Materials
Manager
• Collect and return
supplies
• Manage the use of
the supplies
• Remind the team
how the mission
will be scored

Sound
Bites
• “Are we using the
materials in the
best way possible?”
• “Are we including
everything on the
score card?”

• 10 points for each reason to rotate
crops
• Up to 30 points for creative
commercial

• 20 points for full participation
• Up to 20 points for positive
teamwork

Time Keeper
• Keep the team on
task
• Announce when
time is halfway
through and
almost up
• Encourage team
members

Sound
Bites
• “We have five
minutes left.”
• “Great idea,
                 !”

Recorder /
Presenter
• Record team ideas
• Write down notes
for presentations
• Present the team’s
finished work to the
class

Sound
Bites
• “Is there another
idea?”
• “How do we want
this to sound?”
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Carver’s Commercial
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Which commercial was convincing? Why?

2. Farmers struggled after the war. Which commercial would appeal to them
in tough times?

3. Why might it be difficult for George Carver to change the minds of the
farmers?

4. What do people need to be taught today?

5. Which team worked well together? How did they show good teamwork?

6. How can your teamwork improve? How can you be a better team
member?
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Carver’s Commercial
MORE ABOUT GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER
George was born in 1864 and lived with his family
on a farm in Missouri. Shortly after his birth, he
was kidnapped by slave raiders with his mother
and sister. The Carvers looked for them but were
unable to locate anyone but George. The end of
the Civil War brought the end of slavery, and the
Carvers chose to raise the former slave boys as
their own sons. Mrs. Carver taught them basic
reading and writing. George’s brother, James, preferred working outside with Mr. Carver to inside
studies. However, George enjoyed “book learning”
with Mrs. Carver. He was frail and given the easier
tasks of household chores and gardening. His talent for working with plants was recognized early.
He was called the “Plant Doctor” in his community
and was called upon to help friends and neighbors
with sick plants.
He left Missouri to pursue an education because
schools for blacks were not found in the area.
After graduating from high school, he studied art
and music at Simpson College. He was an accomplished artist, and his work was displayed at the
World’s Fair in 1893. However, his horticultural
talents led him to enroll at Iowa State University. He was an excellent student and became the
school’s first African-American faculty member
after he graduated. He continued his studies in
botany with a master’s degree focused on plant
pathology.
He left Iowa State to become the Director of the
Agriculture Department at the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial School in Alabama. Booker T.

Washington had founded the school as a school
for African-Americans. Carver was impressed by
the school’s mission and determined to use his
knowledge to help poor farmers of the rural South.
The school had meager funding. Dr. Carver had
to find supplies for his science lab, and he took his
students on scavenger hunts to find supplies. In
addition to building the lab, Carver built the agricultural department and its reputation. It became
renowned for its scientific discoveries and improvements. Carver eventually adopted the middle
name Washington to honor Booker T. Washington.
Carver is famous for advocating the planting of
peanuts across the south. Cotton had depleted
southern soil of many essential nutrients that peanut crops could replenish. Peanut plants were also
resistant to the boll weevil that had been extremely
destructive to southern plants. However, farmers were hesitant to raise a new, unfamiliar crop.
Carver published a research bulletin called “How
to Grow the Peanut and 105 Ways of Preparing it
for Human Consumption.” It encouraged farmers
to plant the peanut crop, which became the second-largest cash crop in the south.
Contrary to popular belief, he did not invent
peanut butter, but Carver developed hundreds
of uses for peanuts such as milk, plastics, paints,
dies, soap, and ink. Carver also advocated for the
cultivation of other important crops such as sweet
potatoes and soybeans. He printed free, simple
brochures to disseminate information to farmers.
He also developed traveling programs and out-

George Washington Carver and Tuskegee Institute Staff
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Carver’s Commercial
reach programs to bring the information to farmers
in their own communities. Carver’s advocacy for
the differentiation of crops contributed to the sustainability of southern farms. Carver’s inventions
and research helped struggling sharecroppers in
the South, many of whom were former slaves like
himself.
Though Carter could have developed dozens of
patents and great wealth, he did not seek financial
rewards for his discoveries. He felt compelled to
freely share his knowledge to improve the lives of
others. Over the decades, he achieved international
fame and recognition. Carver advised President
Theodore Roosevelt and Mahatma Gandhi on matters of agriculture during his lifetime. Carver was
recognized with the Spingarn Medal in the National Inventors Hall of Fame. The George Washington
Carver monument was the first national monument dedicated to a black American and the first to
a non-president. He died in 1943 and was buried
on the campus of Tuskegee Institute. His epitaph
states: “He could have added fortune to fame but
caring for neither, he found happiness and honor
in being helpful to the world.”

George Washington Carver (1942)

George Washington Carver at Work

IMAGE CREDITS
George Washington Carver (portrait): “George Washington Carver c1910 - Restoration.jpg,” commons.
wikimedia.org. George Washington Carver and Tuskegee Institute Staff: Booker T. Washington Collection,
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, LOT 13164-C, no. 103. George Washington Carver
(1942): Arthur Rothstein, Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, LC-USW38-000165-D.
George Washington Carver at Work (both pictures): USDA.
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Carver’s Commercial
THE STORY
George was born in 1864. He was a slave on
a farm in Missouri. Slavery ended. The farm
owners had no children. They decided to raise
George and his brother. They taught them to
read and write. George was sickly. He spent
time with Mrs. Carver. He liked to study plants
with her.

TERMS
George Washington Carver
Tuskegee Institute
botany
crop rotation
nutrients

At 11, George went to school. He lived with
the Casey family. Mrs. Casey taught George about plants and herbs. George
went to Iowa for college. He studied botany. It is the science of plants. Carver
became the first African-American to receive a Bachelor of Science degree.
He continued his studies. He learned methods for raising healthy crops.
George went to work at the Tuskegee
Institute. It was a black college in Alabama.
He taught students and studied plants. His
work led to many important findings. He
learned many ways to improve farming.
His most important discovery was crop
rotation. He realized that soil loses nutrients
when it is farmed. Certain crops take
specific nutrients. If you change or rotate,
the crops grown, the soil recovers. Farmers
should plant cotton one year. The next
year they should plant sweet potatoes. The
third year they should plant soybeans. The
soil stays healthy if you rotate crops. More
crops can be grown.

George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver became known
around the world. He was called “the
farmer’s best friend.”
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Carver’s Commercial
THE STORY
George was born in 1864. He was a slave on
a farm in Missouri. Slavery ended. The farm
owners had no children. They decided to raise
George. They also raised his brother. They
taught them to read and write. George was
sickly. He spent time with Mrs. Carver. He liked
to study plants with her.

TERMS
George Washington Carver
Tuskegee Institute
botany
crop rotation
nutrients

George went to school. He lived with the
Casey family. Mrs. Casey taught George about plants and herbs. George
went to college. He studied botany. It is the science of plants. Carver got his
Bachelor of Science degree. He continued his studies. He learned how to raise
healthy crops.
George went to work at the Tuskegee
Institute. It was a black college in Alabama.
He taught students. He studied plants.
He made discoveries. He found ways
to improve farming. He learned about
crop rotation. Soil loses nutrients when
it is farmed. Certain crops take specific
nutrients. Farmers should change the
crops. Then the soil recovers. Farmers
should plant cotton one year. The next year
they should plant sweet potatoes. The third
year they should plant soybeans. The soil
stays healthy if you change crops. More
crops can be grown.

George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver became known
around the world. He was called “the
farmer’s best friend.”
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Carver’s Commercial
THE STORY
George was a slave. He lived on a farm.
Slavery ended. The farm owners had no
children. They raised George. They raised
his brother, too. They taught them to read.
They taught them to write. George was sick.
He spent time inside. He liked the garden. He
studied plants.

TERMS
George Washington Carver
Tuskegee Institute
botany
crop rotation
nutrients

George went to college. He studied botany. It
is the study of plants. He got his degree. He kept learning. He learned to raise
crops.
George went to work. He worked at the Tuskegee Institute. It was a black
college. He taught students. He studied plants. He found ways to improve
farming. He learned about crop rotation. Farmers should change crops. This
helps the soil. He taught farmers. They should plant cotton one year. The next
year they should plant sweet potatoes. Then they should plant soybeans.
More crops can be grown. It helps the soil. It helps farmers.
Carver became famous! He was called the farmer’s best friend.

George Washington Carver
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George Washington Carver knew
that rotating crops would help
farmers. He needed to convince
them. Make a commercial to
convince farmers for Carver. Give 3
reasons to rotate crops.
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• 10 points for each reason to rotate
crops
• Up to 30 points for creative
commercial
• 20 points for full participation
• Up to 20 points for positive
teamwork
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